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This course aims to provide conceptual and practical tools needed for the planning and 
execution of qualitative geographical research, broadly concerned with memory 
research. Participants will learn “hands-on” research methods and different theoretical 
and methodological research frameworks. Through texts, workshops and assignments, 
the course will actively engage students with critical, ethical and practical dilemmas 
associated with doing qualitative methods-based research. It will explore critical 
discussion and approaches to data collection in the study of memory-related research 
within geography. 

 

Course structure: 
The course consists of three two-day meetings. Each meeting will be made up primarily 
of lectures and related method-based workshops (see schedule section below). At least 
two lecturers will be assigned to each meeting and provide an overview lecture of the 
theoretical material relating to the method featured in the subsequent workshops. The 
workshops will enable hands-on practice of specific memory methods and sufficient time 
for discussion of that practice, as well as how data generated through the method could 
be analysed and integrated into research. 

 
Learning outcomes: 
At the end of the course, students will be able to evaluate the nuances of diverse 
research methods in memory research from geographical perspectives and write a final 
paper that connects the content of the course to their own research. They should be able 
to: 

• Critically relate how memory research is practiced from geographical perspectives 

• Explain how a politics of “memory” can be researched 

• Critically evaluate different methodological approaches in memory research. 

 

Examination:  

Workshop Assessments  

Each meeting will contain workshops facilitated by faculty members with expertise in 
that type of method enquiry.  



From the workshops, students will assemble a critical portfolio containing entries from 
each workshop. The portfolio will contain five (5) entries, for workshops through 2-6.  

For each of these workshops, students are required to read at least three of the assigned 
texts and prepare the following:  

1. Before the workshop prepare a 500-word precis on the theory for the workshop 
(based on the 3 articles read).  

2. After the workshop students will write a further 500 words that critically evaluates 
how the method discussed in the workshop links to the theory. Students should 
think about synthesis work here in terms of how the ‘doing’ of the method, 
responds, challenges, engages with, or otherwise, the theory read. 

3. The final 500 words is a critical reflection of how the workshop’s method could 
be/is relevant to the student’s own research. 
 

Each portfolio entry is due one week after the date of that workshop. Students should 
submit the entry to the online course portal for peer review. Once the portfolio entries 
are submitted, students need to check the peer-review allocation sheet for whose 
portfolio entry has been assigned to peer review. 

Students will have a further one week to assess their assigned portfolio entry; following 
this schedule students should receive feedback on their portfolio entry before the next 
workshop. 

Feedback should be between ½ to 1 page in length. 

 

Final Assessment: 

Participants will be examined based on the completion of their Workshop Portfolios, 
course attendance and the final assignment. 

Each participant will critically reflect on the Workshop Portfolios, including the feedback 
received in the peer review process, and integrate these insights into a longer journal 
styled ‘research note’. This 4000-word submission (using Harvard References) is 
designed to reflect a possible submission to a journal of methods-related thesis work. 

For example, Qualitative Research, describes its ‘notes’ format as: 

Notes is a new format for short, engaging and imaginative submissions. It 
offers a more playful space for critical reflection on the craft of qualitative 
research. Authors are encouraged to experiment with styles of writing, 
and submissions can take the form of stories, anecdotes, or lessons that 
impart original methodological insights. 

Similarly, cultural geographies has a ‘cultural geographies in practice section’, with 
submission format described as: 

The cultural geographies in practice section … [is] a space for short, 
engaging, informal and original pieces on creative and often 
collaborative approaches to cultural geography. It offers a space for 
critical reflection by academics and non-academics on how practices 
within the artistic, civic and policy fields inform and relate to the journal's 
cultural geographic concerns. The section has included academic 
commentary, pieces by art practitioners, and collaborations between 



academics, artists and cultural-political groups. The section can also serve 
as a forum for reflection on academic research as a practical and creative 
activity. 

 
List of instructors:  
Sofia Cele, Uppsala University  
Danielle Drozdzewski, Stockholm University  
Irene Molina, Uppsala University  
Maja Lagerqvist, Uppsala University  
 
Guest lecturers  
Sam Merrill, Umeå University (tbc)  
Tanja Schult, Stockholm University (tbc) 

OBS: International guests tbc  
Emma Waterton, York University (tbc)  
Carolyn Birdsall, Amsterdam University (tbc)  
Jacque Micieli-Voutsinas, Florida State University (tbc) 

 

Application: 
Send an e-mail with your name, institution and a short description of the topic of your 
PhD research project to maja.lagerqvist@kultgeog.uu.se  

Applications will be accepted up until 1st of March 2023, and the organizers will inform 
all applicants whether or not they are admitted to the course shortly after the deadline.  

 

Schedule:  

I. Week 14, Tuesday-Wednesday 4-5 April, UU 

Course Introduction, Lecture and workshop Ethics and reflexivity lecture, Introduction to 
student projects 

Teachers: Sofia Cele, Danielle Drozdzewski, Maja Lagerqvist and Irene Molina 

 

II. Week 17, Tuesday-Wednesday 25-26 April, SU 

Lectures and workshops on Mobile Methods, Participatory Mapping, and, Sensory and 
Embodied Ethnography. 

Teachers: Sofia Cele and Danielle Drozdzewski  

 

III. Week 19, Wednesday-Thursday, 10-11 May, UU 

Lectures and workshops on Archival Research and Digital Memory methods 

Teachers: Danielle Drozdzewski and Maja Lagerqvist  
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Diversity Statement 

The majority of the literature has been written by women. This choice of literature 
reflects the all-female course coordination team and their research expertise in 
methodologies and research experience with feminist critical geographies and 
geopolitics. We will inevitably encounter orthodox non-female authored literature, for 
example, with Halbwachs, Alderman, Azaryahu and Foote, but also remain mindful of 
(re)producing gendered citational practices and privileging normative considerations of 
what comprises critical thinking within tertiary education. 


